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SUBJECT: CALL ON MINISTER OF POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

1. AMBASSADOR PAID FAREWELL CALL ON MINISTER OF POST AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS JOEL RAKOTOMALALA APRIL 29. RAKOTOMALALA 
IS ALSO MEMBER OF MILITARY DIRECTORY AND ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER. NEW SECRETARY GENERAL OF MINISTRY, FIENENA ADORE 
ANDRIAMANANANTO, DIRECTOR OF POST ELOI RAPGAVU, DIRECTOR OF 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PASCAL RATOVONDRAHONA AND DCM ALSO PRESENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR TOLD MINISTER THAT IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS 
FOR HIS MINISTRY TO PROCEED TO FAMILIARIZE ITSELF MORE FULLY 
WITH NASA STATION OPERATIONS IN ANTICIPATION OF FUTURE P&T 
OPERATION OF STATION. AMBASSADOR INDICATED THAT INCREASED 

P&T INVOLVEMENT COULD PROCEED INFORMALLY WITHOUT NEW AGREEMENTS 
SINCE GOMR PRESUMABLY PRESENTLY PREOCCUPIED WITH OTHER MATTERS. 
AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT P&T'S EARLY PARTICIPATION IN 
PERSONNEL SELECTION (E.G. OF MALAGASY STATION MANAGER) ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT IF MALAGASIZATION OF STATION WAS TO PROCEED ON 
SCHEDULE. 

3. MINISTER, WHO VISITED GODDARD IN 1974, WAS ALERT, ASKED 
QUESTIONSS, AND ACCEPTED INVITATION TO VISIT NASA STATION WITH 
SEVERAL OF HIS STAFF ON MAY 6 FOR BRIEFING. 
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4. EMBASSY COMMENT: 
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A. WHILE EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT ANY MOVEMENT ON INTERGOVERN- 
MENTAL NASA AGREEMENT FOR SOME TIME, WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT 
TO IMPRESS UPON MINISTER OF P&T AS INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF 
MILITARY DIRECTORY NASA'S SINCERITY IN PURSUING MALAGASIZATION 
OF STATION AND TO PLACE ONUS ON GOMR IF END 1976 MALAGASIZATION 
TARGET CANNOT BE MET DUE TO DELAYS ON THEIR PART. 

B. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT AND NASA THINKING REGARDING KIND OF 
INTERAGENCY ARRANGEMENT ENVISAGED BETWEEN NASA AND P&T. MAY 
PROVE POSSIBLE PROCEED WITH SOME TYPE OF FORMAL ARRANGEMENT 
EVEN IN ABSENCE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT. EVEN IF NO 
FORMAL INTERAGENCY ARRANGEMENT ARRIVED AT, MIGHT BE POSSIBLE 
TO SET UP INFORMAL WORKING RELATIONS WITH P&T IN MANNER 

THAT WOULD FACILITATE MALAGASIZATION. 

MENDENHALL 
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